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December  27,  1994 


Dear  Reader: 

This  document  is  the  first  update  for  the  San  Luis  Resource  Management  Plan  (SLRMP)  published  in  December  1991.  It 
is  part  of  the  San  Luis  Resource  Area  (SLRA)  effort  to  keep  the  public  and  interested  agencies  informed  of  ongoing 
programs  and  progress.  The  BLM  goal  is  to  manage  BLM-administered  lands  to  achieve  and  maintain  an  ecologically 
sound  environment  and  at  the  same  time  provide  for  a  variety  of  uses  and  contribute  to  a  strong  economy. 

These  updates  will  provide  information  on  the  progress  since  December  1991.  If  you  desire  more  specific  information  or 
would  like  to  become  more  involved  in  this  land  use  plan  decision  implementation/monitoring/maintenance  effort,  you 
are  encouraged  to  visit  our  SLRA  office  in  Alamosa  or  you  may  write  to  the  address  on  the  letterhead. 

The  major  emphasis  to  date  on  implementing  the  SLRMP  has  been  on  building  partnerships  with  individuals,  groups, 
and  agencies  in  the  San  Luis  Valley  and  on  beginning  several  of  the  needed  integrated  activity  plans  (lAPs).  The  update 
shows  specific  progress  accomplished  to  date.  BLM  believes  progress  is  being  made  toward  improved  management  of 
BLM-administered  lands.  To  all  of  you  who  have  been  involved  in  helping  in  the  process,  BLM  expresses  thanks  and 
appreciation. 

Sincerely, 


# 


Jyjie  Howard 
Area  Manager 
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RESOURCE  AREA  FACT  SHEET 


Surface  lands  administered  by  the  SLRA  (acres) 

Subsurface  mineral  estate  administered  by  the  SLRA  (acres) 

Crucial  big  game  habitat  (acres) 

Existing  wetlands  (acres) 

Fishery  habitat  (miles) 

Riparian  habitat  (acres) 

Livestock  grazing  permits/leases 

Liverstock  grazing  AUMs 

ACECs 

ACECs  (acres) 

Wilderness  study  areas 

Wilderness  study  area  (acres) 

Draft  resource  management  plan  (RMP)/environmentaI  impact  statement(EIS)  published 

Proposed  resource  management  plan  (RMP)/final  environmental  impact  statement  (EIS)  published 

Record  of  decision  (ROD)/approved  resource  management  plan  (RMP)  published 

San  Luis  Plan  Implementation  Schedule  begun 

Land  use  planning  decisions  in  the  ROD/ARMP 

Geographic  reference  areas  (GRAs)  in  SLRMP 

Area-wide  activity  plans  (paleontology,  archaeology,  support  services)  needed 

AWAPs  underway  at  present 

Integrated  activity  plans  (LAP)  needed 

lAPs  underway  at  present 

Total  planning  decisions  completed  or  underway  to  date 

Total  planning  decisions  with  no  progress  on  implementation  to  date 


520,677 
623,000 
333,480 
2,257 
37 
3,231 
95 
31,736 
9 
132,594 
2 
11,884 
September  1989 
September  1991 
December  1991 
December  1991 
133 
10 
3 
0 
7 
1 
22(18%) 
1 1 1  (82%) 
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SAN  LUIS  RESOURCE  MANAGEMENT  PLAN  UPDATE 


Introduction 

This  is  the  first  in  a  series  of  updates  for  the  San  Luis 
Resource  Management  Plan.  This  document  will  inform  the 
pubHc  on  implementation  of  the  Bureau  of  Land  Manage- 
ment (BLM)  San  Luis  Resource  Management  Plan  (SLRMP), 
completed  in  December  1991 .  Because  decision  implemen- 
tation/monitoring/maintenance (IMM)  will  continue  over 
the  next  15+  years,  annual  updates  will  be  issued  until  full 
implementation  is  achieved.  An  update  is  required  each 
year,  however,  this  was  not  accomplished  in  1992-1993 
because  of  other  funding  and  personnel  limitations.  This 
update  shows  accomplishments  for  calendar  years  1992  and 
1993  and  subsequent  updates  will  typically  be  issued  annu- 
ally. 

The  planned  actions  for  implementation  described  in  this 
document  are  presented  by  the  same  10  geographic  refer- 
ence areas  (GRAs),  the  same  types  of  decisions,  and  the 
same  sequence  as  in  the  SLRMP.  The  decisions  are  shown 
in  a  summary  format  with  only  a  brief  narrative  as  to  the 
progress  accomplished  to  date.  All  of  the  implementing 
actions  are  tied  to  a  NEPA  compliance  document  either  by 
tiering  back  to  the  final  RMP/EIS  or  through  environmental 
assessment  (EAs).  A  list  of  EAs  completed  from  December 
1991  through  April  1994  is  included  as  Appendix  A  of  this 
update. 

The  planned  implementation  actions  in  this  update  address 
the  major  actions,  activity  plans,  EAs,  amendments,  etc., 
which  warrant  public  participation.  Project-specific  and 
site-specific  facility  improvements  or  developments  are  not 
listed.  If  you  have  a  desire  to  review  a  site-specific  develop- 
ment, please  write,  call  or  visit  the  resource  area  office  in 
Alamosa. 

A  tremendous  amount  of  the  implementation  actions  will 
depend  on  use  of  volunteer  efforts.  You  are  encouraged  to 
contact  the  appropriate  resource  area  specialist  at  the  area 
office  if  you  or  your  group  would  like  to  volunteer  for  one  of 
these  projects. 

This  update  also  fulfills  the  need  to  issue  an  SLRA  Range 
Program  Update.  The  specific  project  specific  actions,  range 
improvements,  and  modifications  of  the  range  program  are 
detailed  in  Appendix  B  of  this  update. 

Changing  the  RMP 

The  SLRMP  provides  guidance  for  resource  management 
on  BLM-administered  lands  and  mineral  estate  within  the 


SLRA  over  the  next  15+  years.  The  decisions  within  this 
document  are  monitored  and  maintained  to  ensure  that  the 
anticipated  life-expectancy  of  the  land  use  plan  is  met.  Three 
techniques  for  changing  the  plan  are  decision  maintenance, 
decision  amendment,  or  an  overall  revision  of  all  decisions. 

Plan  maintenance,  a  continuous  process,  corrects  errors  in  the 
text  of  the  decisions,  updates  the  plan  data  base,  and  corrects 
mapping  or  graphic  errors  identified  during  regular  monitor- 
ing. Plan  amendments  are  major  changes  that  affect  one  or 
more  of  the  decisions  and  involve  interaction  with  the  public. 
Plan  revisions  involve  a  complete  rewrite  of  the  RMP  docu- 
mentation. 

The  changes  and  corrections  you  see  in  the  next  section  of  this 
update  are  either  normal  plan  decision  maintenance,  or  they 
have  been  documented  in  a  plan  amendment. 

Activity  Planning 

Among  those  planned  actions  to  implement  this  land  use  plan 
are  various  activity  level  site-specific  plans.  There  are  two 
types  in  the  SLRMP:  integrated  activity  plans  (L\Ps);  these 
were  called  coordinated  resource  management  activity  plans 
(CRMAPs)  in  the  RMP,  but  have  been  changed,  and  lAP  is 
used  throughout  this  document  and  area-wide  activity  plans 
(AWAPs).  The  SLRMP  has  seven  lAPs  and  three  AWAPs  to 
be  accomplished  within  the  first  3  to  5  years  of  plan  imple- 
mentation. The  resource  area  and  district  staff  have  begun 
work  on  one  of  the  lAPs  to  date.  Table  1  shows  the  expected 
timeframes  for  the  completion  of  the  others. 
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TABLE  1 

SLRMP  Inteqrated  and  Area-Wide  Activity 

Plan  Status 

Integrated 

Geographic 

Plan 

Activity  Plan  Status 

Activity  Plan  (lAP)  and 

Reference 

Implementation 

Started 

Completed 

Area-Wide  Activity 

Area 

Scheduled 

Plan 

Starting  Date 

Support  Services  Management 

San  Luis 

FY  96 

No 

No 

Plan  (access  cor-ridors, 

Area#l 

transportation,  cadastral,  OHV, 

hazards,  etc.) 

Recreation  Development  Plan 

San  Luis 

FY  92 

Yes 

Yes 

(Zapata  Falls  and  Penitente 

Area#l 

Canyon  SRMAs) 

Cultural  Plan  (5  nominated 

San  Luis 

FY  94 

No 

No 

NRHP  sites,  13  noneligible 

Area  #1 

sites,  and  paleo  surface 

disturbance) 

lAP 

Trickle  Mt 
Area  #2 

FY  95 

No 

No 

lAP 

Sand  Castle 
Area  #3 

FY  94 

No 

No 

lAP 

Blanca 

Area  #4 

FY  95 

Yes 

No 

lAP 

Elephant 
Rocks  Area 
#5 

FY  93 

No 

No 

lAP 

Ra  Jadero 
Canyon  #6  & 
Los  Mogotes 
Area  #7 

FY  94 

No 

No 

lAP 

San  Luis 
Hills  #8  & 
Rio  Grande 
River  Corridor 

Area  #9 

FY  93 

Yes 

No 

lAP 

Cumbres  & 
Toltec  Scenic 
RR  Corridor 
Area  #10 

FY  95 

No 

No 
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Status  of  Plan  Implementation 
San  Luis  Area  #1 

Area  #1  includes  all  areas  not  designated  as  an  area  of  special 
concern.  This  area  includes  all  BLM-administered  surface  lands 
(389,297  acres)  and  subsurface  lands  (489,620  acres)  outside  the 
other  nine  areas. 

Minerals 

Resource  Condition  Objective  Decisions 

1-1:  Application  of  seasonal  stipulations  on  approximately  342,000 
acres  from  December  15  to  March  31  of  each  year  to  protect  big  game 
crucial  winter  range  and  eagle  wintering  areas  throughout  the 
planning  area  Seasonal  stipulations  will  apply  from  May  15  untilJuly 
15  on  antelope  birthing  areas.  Operations  might  be  albwed  in 
seasonally  limitedareas  during  these  periods  if  no  more  than  minimal 
disturbance  to  wildlife  would  occur 

To  date  no  applications  have  been  received.  All  future  APDs  or 
NOIs  will  be  responsive  to  seasonal  stipulations. 

1-2:  Application  of  seasonal  limitations  could  be  incorporated  into 
authorizations,  if  necessary,  to  protect  waterfowl  nesting  areas. 

APDs  or  NOIs  have  not  been  received  for  these  areas.  Current 
RMP  provides  clear  guidance  and  protection  in  these  areas.  Future 
actions  will  be  responsive  to  special  stipulations. 

Land  Use  Ailocation  Decisions 

1-1:  Oil  and  gas  operations  would  not  be  allowed  in  riparian 
zones. 

To  date  no  applications  have  been  received  for  oil  and  gas 
operations.  Future  applications  will  be  responsive  to  special 
stipulations  to  protect  riparian  zones. 

1-2:  Federal  oil,  gas,  and  geothermal  resources  on  487,620 
acres  or  99.7  percent  of  BLM-administered  lands  or  mineral 
estate  will  be  open  to  leasing.  No  surface  occupancy  (NSO) 


stipulations  will  protect  1,200  acres  within  the  Pike 
Stockade/Monte  Vista  park  areas,  560  acres  of  eligible 
NRHP  sites,  and  40  acres  of  the  unincorporated  town  of 
South  Fork. 

To  date  no  applications  for  oil,  gas,  and  geothermal  operations 
have  been  received.  Future  applications  will  have  NSO 
stippulations  on  these  areas. 

1-3:  Federal  mineral  estate  on  approximately  483,980 
acres  (99  percent)  will  be  open  to  entry  and  location. 
Mineral  entry  will  be precludedon  1,200 acres  within  the 
Pike  Stockade/Monte  Vista  park  areas,  200  acres  of  U.  S. 
Forest  Service  administrative  sites,  and  560  acres  of 
eligible  NRHP  sites. 

Two  NOIs  have  been  received  and  processed.  Mineral 
entry  will  be  precluded  in  these  areas.  The  Monte  Vista 
park  area  (360  acres)  has  been  patented  to  the  city  and  is  no 
longer  adminstered  by  BLM. 

1-4:  Federal  mineral  estate  will  be  open  on  486,240 
acres  (99  percent)  and  will  be  available  for  disposal  of 
mineral  materials  except  in  riparian  zones. 

Mineral  material  disposal  is  active  in  at  least  eight 
different  areas.  Riparian  areas  will  continue  to  be  pro- 
tected from  mineral  material  disposal.  (See  Table  2  for 
MA  1-2.) 


Management  Action  Decisions 

1-1:  Require  plan  ofoperationsfor  mineral  development 
except  casual  use  in  the  following  locations:  a)  areas 
closed  to  OHV;  b)  acres  designated  for  potential  addi- 
tion to  or  actual  components  of  the  national  wild  and 
scenic  river  site;  c)  designated  areas  of  critical  environ- 
mental concern  (ACECs);  andd)  areas  withdrawn  from 
operations  of  the  mining  laws  in  which  valid  existing 
rights  are  being  exercised. 

Since  1 99 1 ,  NOIs  or  APDs  have  not  been  received  for  these 
areas. 


TABLE  2 
Mineral  Material  Disposal 


Name 


Type 


Free  Use  (Tons) 
1992  1993  1994 


Mineral  Sales  (Tons) 
1992   1993   1994 


Total 


Blanca  Chaining 
Crestone  Pit 
King  Pit 
Limekiln  Gulch 
Noland  Gulch  Pit 
Swede  Corner 
Tracy  Pit 
Wagon  Track 


Common  Use 
Community  Pit 
Primary  Source 
Common  Use 
Primary  Source 
Primary  Source 
Common  Use 
Common  Use 


10,000 
90,000 


312 
208 


40,800 
4,000 


480 
5,000 
70,000 


30,800       25,000 


80 

20,000 

27 

80 

1,600 

43 

115 


1,328 

10,000 

2 

200 


72 


5 

1,270 

80,000 

210 

1,058 

108 
11 


$  2.50 
$  2,036.00 
$24,200.00 
$  524.00 
$  850.00 
$  600.00 
$  150.00 
$  1,401.00 
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1-2:  Continue  to  inventory  mineral  material  disposal  resources 
and  develop  appropriate  common  use  areas  and  community  pits. 

Mineral  material  disposal  source  inventories  are  ongoing  and 
are  dependent  on  demand  and  location. 

Paleontological  Resources 
Land  Use  Allocation  Decision 

1-5:  A  collection  area  for  invertebratefossils  near  Clayton  Cone  will 
be  identified  and  coordinated  with  the  recreation  program 

On-the-ground  reconnaissance  has  failed  to  yield  a  site  of 
significant  enough  size  to  incorporate  into  recreation  programs. 
State  office  paleontological  staff  have  been  notified. 

Management  Action  Decisions 

1-3:  Complete  a  site-specific  management  plan  for  the  collec- 
tion area  near  Clayton  Cone.  An  area-wide  surface-disturbance 
development  plan  will  be  completed. 

A  complete  management  plan  for  the  collection  area  will  be 
completed  as  priorities  allow. 

1-4:  Continue  to  inventory  paleontological  resources  and  de- 
velop appropriate  protective  measures/stipulations  for 
surface-disturbance. 

Class  one  inventory  done.  Review  of  surface  disturbing  proposals. 

Riparian  Resources  l\/lanagement 
Resource  Condition  Objective  Decisions 

1-3:  Maintain  approximately  1,400  acres  of  riparian  zones  in 
good  to  excellent  condition  and  improve  condition  on  455  acres. 

Protection  measures  will  include,  but  are  not  limited  to,  1) 
mitigation  of  impacts  from  rights-of-way  and  utility  corridors 
adjacent  to  or  that  cross  riparian  areas;  2)  provision  for  no 
disposal  of  mineral  materials  in  riparian  zones;  3)  limited  OHV 
designations  in  riparian  zones. 

Enhancement  measures  will  include,  but  are  not  limited  to,  1) 
increased  emphasis  on  the  acquisition  program  and  allow  no 
disposal  of  riparian  areas  except  through  land  exchanges;  2) 
modified  allotment  management  plans  (AMPs)  to  increase 
emphasis  on  riparian  resources;  and  3)  management  of  the 
riparian  resources  in  the  Blanca  WHA  to  continue  primary 
emphasis  on  wetlands  management  and  waterfowl  production. 

Coordination  and  documentation  required. 

During  the  summer  of  1993,  59  miles  of  riparian  zones  (528 
acres)  were  inventoried  for  "properly  functioning  condition." 


Those  that  were  not  properly  functioning  were  classified 
as  either  "functioning  at  risk"  or  "nonfunctioning."  Ref- 
erence Riparian  Afea  Management,  TR  1737-9  1993  for 
details  on  definitions  of  conditions. 
The  results  of  the  inventory  classifications  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

Properly  functioning  -  35  miles 
Functioning  at  risk  -  10  miles 
Nonfunctioning  -  14  miles 

Since  1991,  there  has  been  no  disposal  of  mineral  materi- 
als in  riparian  zones,  no  OHV  designations  in  the  riparian 
zones,  and  no  impacts  from  rights-of-way  and  utility 
corridors  adjacent  to  or  crossing  riparian  areas. 

In  1992,  riparian  cross  sections  were  established  for 
monitoring  purposes  on  Ford,  Dorsey ,  and  Decker  creeks. 

During  the  summer  of  1994,  cross  sections  were  rerun  and 
photos  retaken  at  designated  stations  to  document  the 
changes  occurring  to  the  riparian  habitat  of  La  Garita 
Creek. 

Enhancement  measures  since  1991  include: 

1)  Acquisition  of  the  Mclntire  Springs  property  from 
The  Nature  Conservancy.  The  area  encompasses  535 
acres  of  riparian-wetland  habitat.  BLM  is  in  the  process 
of  completing  a  management  plan  and  an  inventory  of 
the  area. 

2)  The  Poncha  Pass  East  and  East  Side  Allotments 
have  been  combined  and  the  AMP  revised  in  1 993  to  fit 
the  needs  of  a  larger  ecosystem. 

3)  In  1994,  the  BLM  and  student  volunteers  planted 
approximately  200  native  willow  seedling  plants  along 
the  Rio  Grande  corridor. 

4)  Fencing  has  been  constructed  along  a  portion  of 
the  Rio  Grande  River  corridor. 

Management  Action  Decision 

1-5:  Complete  an  inventory  on  an  additional  ],413  acres 
with  potential  riparian  values.  If  riparian  values  are 
present,  the  resource  will  be  managed  according  to  Re- 
source Condition  Objective  1-3. 

No  inventory  has  been  done  on  the  additional  1 ,4 1 3  acres 
with  potential  riparian  values  because  of  other  priorities 
and  lack  of  personnel. 
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Vegetation 

Resource  Condition  Objective  Decisions 

1-4:  Maintain  the  present  good  to  excellent  range  condition; 
move  toward  good  condition  (late  serai  stage)  on  the  fair  to 
poor  condition  range  based  on  site  potential.  Specific  desired 
plant  communities  will  be  described  in  activity  plans,  if 
necessary. 

The  following  condition  was  reported  in  1993  based  on  the 
ecological  site  inventory  completed  through  the  summer  of 
1993.  Condition  is  now  reported  by  ecological  serai  stages. 

Of  a  total  of  326,316  acres  inventoried,  4,638  are  in  potential 
natural  community  (PNC)  or  excellent  condition;  53,474  in 
late  serai  or  good  condition,  1723,602  in  mid-seral  or  fair 
condition,  and  81,600  in  early  serai  or  poor  condition. 

1-5:  Allow  vegetative  manipulation  such  as  mechanical, 
chemical,  or  fire  practices  to  aid  in  accomplishing  the  overall 
objective  and  the  desired  plant  communities  described  in 
activity  plans. 

No  vegetative  manipulation  projects  have  been  planned  or 
completed  since  the  RMP  was  approved  in  1991. 

Management  Action  Decision 

1-6:  Continue  the  ecological  site  inventory  to  provide  data 
for  existing  ecological  status  and  trend  and  aid  in  developing 
vegetative  objectives  and  desired  plant  community  descrip- 
tions for  activity  plans. 

The  following  acres  have  been  inventoried: 
1987-1991       290,496  acres 

1992  14,000  acres 

1993  21,743  acres 

1994  3,200  acres 

Livestock  Grazing  l\/ianagement 
Resource  Condition  Objective  Decisions 

1-6:  Continue  the  59  fully  implemented  AMP s,  if  necessary 
to  meet  present  and  future  objectives,  and  continue  to  review 
and  implement  the  36  allotment  management  plans  not 
implemented. 

Ofthe  59  fully  implemented  AMPs,  4  were  modified/changed 

as  follows: 
1994:  4 11 3  Blanca  WHA  AMP  -  there  is  no  active  grazing 
preference  on  the  Blanca  Wetlands  Area  and  the  AMP  has 
been  replaced  with  a  integrated  activity  plan. 

4227  La  Jara  Creek  AMP  -  loss  of  preference  by  permittee 


C^T*.^^ 


y^^ 


because  of  nonuse.  AMP  has  been  closed. 
4307  Alder  Creek  AMP  -  permittee  relinquished  prefer- 
ence. AMP  has  been  closed. 

1993:  4505  Poncha  Pass  East  -  4506  East  Side  AMPs 
revised  and  combined  into  one  AMP. 

No  new  AMPs  have  been  implemented  because  of  other 
priorities  and  lack  of  personnel  and  funding. 

1-7:  Provide  40  percent  of  increased  forage  production  to 
livestock  grazing  and  60  percent,  if  needed,  to  nonlivestock 
uses  and  needs  (e.g.,  wildlife,  riparian,  watershed,  soils, 
etc.). 

A  temporary  increase  of  370  aums  is  allowed  on  the  Tur- 
quoise Gulch  Allotment  pending  an  evaluation  scheduled  for 
1995.  Field  data  will  be  gathered  in  summer  of  1995  and 
evaluation  will  be  completed  in  winter  of  1995/1996. 

1-8:  Monitor  all  grazing  areas  and  take  appropriate  methods 
to  accomplish  the  following: 

1 .  Enhance  riparian  values  in  applicable  allotments  through 
proper  livestock  management. 

2.  Ensure  that  livestock  use  will  be  appropriately  managed 
to  enhance  the  affected  habitat  where  special  status  plants  and 
animals  are  present. 

3.  Ensure  that  other  RMP  objectives  will  be  met  in  other 
allotments. 

The  following  allotments  have  been  monitored. 

1992  36  allotments 

1993  23  allotments 

1994  25  allotments  planned 
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No  allotments  have  been  evaluated  since  1 99 1  because  of  other 
priorities  and  shortage  of  staff  and  interdisciplinary  support. 

The  Poncha  Pass  East  and  East  Side  AMPS  have  been  revised 
to  include  riparian  objectives,  two  new  cross  fences  have 
been  constructed,  and  the  grazing  program  has  been  revised. 

Phase  one  of  the  Rio  Grande  River  fence  has  been  completed, 
which  provides  for  the  control  of  livestock  grazing  on  4  miles 
of  the  Rio  Grande  River  riparian  area  south  of  the  State 
Bridgeon  Colorado  State  Highway  142.  Two  additional  phases 
of  fencing  are  planned  to  complete  fencing  of  both  sides  of  the  river 
from  the  State  Bridge  to  the  Lobatos  Bridge. 

Four  years  of  voluntary  nonuse  on  the  Ford  Creek  riparian 
pasture  (1989  to  1992)  was  implemented.  See  Management 
Action  Decision  1-2  for  more  detailed  information. 

Monitoring  transects  were  established  in  1991  for  the  As- 
tragalus ripleyi  in  the  Ra  Jadero  Canyon  allotment.  Addi- 
tional inventories  were  completed  in  1992,  and  new  locations 
have  been  documented. 

Ensuring  other  RMP  objectives  will  be  met  is  ongoing  and  is 
evaluated  when  there  is  change  in  grazing  authorizations. 

1-9:  Allow  livestock  to  graze  year  round  based  on  the 
following  criteria: 

1.  Objectives  oftheAMPs,  HMPs,  lAPs.  etc  are  met. 

2.  No  conflict  with  crucial  wildlife  use  or  conflict  can  be 
mitigated. 

3.  Early  spring  use  (3/1  to  4/30)  could  be  allowed  for 
special  management  prescriptions. 

1989:  4236  Llano  Allotment  -  changed  to  cattle  and  to 
spring/fall/winter  from  sheep  fall/winter  use. 

1991 :  4 11 7  Windmill  and  4 1 20  Pinon  Allotments  -  changed 
to  buffalo  and  to  spring/summer/fall  from  cattle  summer/ 
fall. 

1992:  4249  Pinon  Hills  Allotment  -  changed  to  cattle  and 
spring/fall/winter  from  sheep  fall/winter  use. 

1994:  4405  Raton  Creek  Allotment  -  changed  to  spring/ 
fall  from  fall  use. 

Land  Use  Allocation  Decisions 

1-6:  Continue  authorizing  approximately  32,400  AUMs 
annually  for  livestock  grazing  on  the  existing  grazed  allot- 
ments or  approximately  474,000  acres.  Refer  to  the  draft 
RMP/EIS  and  Appendix  D,  Table  D-1  in  the  PRMP/FEIS 
document  for  specific  allotments. 

1989:  4227  La  Jara  Creek ,-  30  AUMs  preference  lost 
because  of  nonuse. 

1991:  4241  South  Hill  Allotment  -  changed  to  cattle  from 
sheep. 


4572  La  Garita  -  The  old  Camero  Creek  allotment  and 
associated  74  AUMs  were  included  with  this  allotment. 

4574  Rio  Grande  Canal  -  1,020  acres  from  the  Coolidge 
exchange  included  with  this  allotment.  No  increase  of 
AUMs  allowed  at  this  rime. 

1993:  4207  Cauplin  -  Crossroads  Allotment  combined 
with  this  allotment. 

4319  Alamosa  Prairie  - 15  AUMs  preference  lost  because 
of  lack  of  application. 

4209  Arroyo  -  changed  to  cattle  from  sheep. 

1994: 4123  Windmill  -  loss  of  680  acres  because  of  inclusion 
with  the  U.S.  Forest  Service  Sangre  De  Cristo  Wilderness 
Area.  No  loss  of  AUMs  and  total  acres  in  the  allotment  now 
2481. 

4521  Piney  Creek  -  loss  of  1 ,080  acres  because  of  inclusion 
with  the  U.S.  Forest  Service  Sangre  De  Cristo  Wilderness 
Area  in  1994.  No  loss  of  AUMs  and  total  acres  in  the 
allotment  now  1480. 

4307  Alder  Creek  -  20  AUMs  preference  relinquished  by 
permittee. 

4522  Steel  Canyon  -  loss  of  1,400  acres  because  of  inlusion  with 
the  U.S.  Forest  Service  Sangre  De  Cristo  Wilderness  Area.  No 
loss  of  AUMs  and  total  acres  in  the  allotment  now  3072. 

1-7:  Consider  allocating  1,500  AUMs  for  livestock  grazing  in 
the  presently  unallotted  acres  (approximately  30,000  acres) 
that  are  suitable  for  grazing  (see  Map  2-4,  draft  RMP/EIS). 

The  old  Carnero  Creek  Allotment  and  the  associated  74 
AUMS  were  added  to  the  La  Garita  Allotment  in  1991 .  No 
grazing  has  been  authorized  on  any  other  unallotted  areas. 

Management  Action  Decision 

1-7:  Construct  new  range  improvements,  if  needed,  to 
achieve  AMP  objectives  and/or  implement  the  grazing  pro- 
grams prescribed  in  the  AMPs.  Manipulation  of  vegetation 
will  be  used,  if  needed,  to  meet  management  objectives. 

The  following  are  the  new  range  improvements  or  range 
improvements  reconstructed  since  the  RMP  was  implemented. 

1992:  1.5  miles  fence  (Miller  fence)  -  Poncha  Pass  East 
Allotment 

4.5  miles  fence  (Tracy  Demo  fence)  -  Tracy  Common 
Allotment 

1.7  miles  pipeline  (Tracy  pipeline  reconstruction)  -Tracy 
Common  Allotment 

3.2  miles  fence,  Rio  Grande  Riparian  Fence  #1 

2.0  each  cattleguards,  Rio  Grande  Riparian  Fence  #1 

0.5  miles  pipeline  (Everson  pipeline  reconstrucrion)  - 
Mirage  Allotment 
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1993:  1.5  miles  fence  (Eaglebrook  fence)  -  Poncha  Pass 
East  Allotment 

1.0  each  spring  (Clover  Creek  Spring  reconstruction)  - 
Alder  Creek  Allotment 

1 .0  each  spring  (Iron  Mine  Spring  reconstruction)  -Tur- 
quoise Allotment 

1 .0  each  spring  (Boundary  Spring  reconstruction)  -  Poncha 
Pass  West  Allotment 

1.0  each  spring  (Red  Rock  Spring  reconstruction)  -  Tracy 
Common  Allotment 

1994:  3.0  miles  fence  Rio  Grande  Riparian  Fence  #2 
0.75  mile  fence  -  BLM/FS  boundary  fence-  Kelly  Creek 
Allotment 

0.5  mile  pipeline  -  (Peterson  pipeline)  Kelly  Creek  Allot- 
ment (not  completed;  carry  over  to  1995) 
0.5  mile  fence  -  (Mclntire  boundary  fence)  Mchitire  property. 

Wildlife  and  Fish  Habitat 
Management 

Resource  Condition  Objective  Decisions 

1-10:  Manage  the  wetland  component  of  the  riparian  system 
in  a  good  to  excellent  condition. 

Little  inventory  work  on  condition  and  trend  of  riparian 
resources  has  been  done  outside  the  Blanca  Wetland  Area. 
Some  work  has  occurred  at  those  wetlands  in  and  around  the 
Mclntire  Springs  area.  A  separate  management  plan  is  being 
done  on  this  area  and  may  be  out  in  late  1994. 

1-11:  Manage  streams  to  maintain  the  fisheries  potential. 

Some  basic  inventory  such  as  Rio  Grande  River.  Shocking  in 
La  Garita.  Nothing  in  permanent  35  miles  of  streams. 

1-12:  Provide  special  management  to  improve  the  present 
acres  of  wetlands  in  the  Mishak  Lakes  and  Dry  Lakes  areas 
to  the  historical  acres  of  wetlands. 

lAP  would  address  Dry  Lakes  and  Mishak  Lakes.  Being 
considered  in  lAP. 

1-13:  Maintain  48,500  AUMs  for  big  game.  Crucial  winter 
ranges  will  be  managed  to  sustain  available  winter  forage  for 
17,600  big  game  animals. 

Some  utilization  checks  have  been  done  by  the  range  and 
wildlife  staff.  A  monitoring  system  (ecosystem)  is 
proposed;however,  because  of  insufficient  staff  this  has  not 
been  completed. 


San  Luis  Resource  Management  Plan  Update 

1-14:  Plan  implementation  of  construction  projects  for  other 
resource  management  programs  at  times  of  the  year  compat- 
ible with  wildlife. 

This  is  an  ongoing  task  and  proposed  projects  are  reviewed  to 
ensure  construction  at  times  compatible  with  wildlife. 

Land  Use  Allocation  Decision 

1-8:  Seasonal  use  limitations  will  be  considered  if  needed  on 
water  bird  nesting  habitat  associated  with  wetlands.  Seasonal 
limitation  could  vary  from  year  to  year,  depending  on  target 
species. 

Mclntire  area  is  the  only  one  under  consideration;  no  other 
seasonal  limitations. 

Forest  and  Woodland  Management 
Resource  Condition  Objective  Decisions 

1-15:  Meet  crucial  thermal  and  cover  requirements  for 
wildlife  during  harvest  of  productive  forest  lands  and  oper- 
able woodlands. 

There  are  three  locations  for  personal  use  firewood:  Mt. 
Blanca,  Red  Rock  Canyon,  and  Lime  Creek. 

1-16:  Allow  small  timber  operations  (i.e.,  80  acres  or  less) 
during  the  winter  months  provided  there  will  be  only  minimal 
impacts  to  wintering  big  game  herds.  The  impact  analysis  for 
proposedtimber  sales  will  consider  not  only  BLM-administered 
lands,  but  also  adjacent  USPS  lands  with  approved  prescrip- 
tions in  the  Rio  Grande  Forest  Management  Plan. 

None  have  occurred. 

1-17:  Harvest  185  Mbffrom  a  total  of 5, 769  acres  of  operable 
commercial  forest  lands  annually  during  the  life  of  the  plan. 
Thirty-four  acres  ofCPL  will  be  replaced  annually  through 
regeneration  harvest.  Harvest 477 cords  offuelwood(l  1,992 
acres  of  productive  operable  woodlands)  during  the  life  of 
the  plan  or  53  acres  annually. 

In  1992,  total  forestry  production  included  145  sales  totalling 
323 ,000  board  feet.  Also  62  transplants,  29  Christmas  trees,  and 
1  ton  of  boughs  were  sold.  One  timber  sale  of  40,000  board  feet 
was  offered.  One  site  preparation  of  20  acres  was  completed. 

In  1993,  total  forestry  production  included  1 19  sales  totalling 
120,500  board  feet.  These  sales  included  1  post  and  pole  sale, 
19  Christmas  trees,  1 17  transplants,  and  3  tons  of  boughs. 

Land  Use  Allocation  Decision 

1-9:  Allow  harx'esting  in  any  area  consistent  with  activity 
plans  and  RMP  decisions. 
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All  forest  product  sales  are  consistent  with  current  plans. 

Lands  and  Realty  Management 
Resource  Condition  Objective  Decisions 

1-18:  Establish  priority  for  access  using  the  following  crite- 
ria: 

1.  Access  easements  that  will  jointly  benefit  BLM  and 
other  resource  agency  programs. 

2.  Access  needs  identified  in  integrated  management 
activity  plans  (lAP). 

3.  Scenic/recreational  access  easements  along  river 
corridors  for  recreation,  wildlife,  riparian,  and  other  re- 
source values. 

4.  Other  access  needs  based  on  the  following:  a)  re- 
source values  (quantity  and  quality);  b)  potential  for  clo- 
sure to  the  public;  c)  resource  conflict  mitigation;  dj  public 
demand  and  BLM  administrative  needs;  e)  configuration 
(size,  shape  and  amount  of  public  land);  f)  proximity  to 
population  centers;  and g)  proximity  to  major  travel  routes. 

During  the  last  2  years,  BLM  has  worked  closely  with  the 
counties  and  the  U.S.  Forest  Service  to  finalize  road  needs. 
This  process  will  indicate  any  easement  needs. 

Several  trail  heads  on  BLM  have  been  developed  for  BLM 
and  USPS  benefit.  The  locations  are  Major  Creek,  Rito  Alto, 
Black  Canyon,  Cotton  Creek,  and  North  Carnero  Creek. 

1-19:  Promote  maximum  utilization  of  existing  ROWs,  in- 
cluding joint  use  when  possible. 

During  the  past  3  years,  the  telephone  line  system  within  the 
resource  area  has  been  upgraded  by  removing  and  replacing 
overhead  lines  with  underground  lines  within  existing  state  and 
county  road  rights-of-way.  This  improvement  process  is  still  in 
progress. 

1-20:  Emphasize  retention  and  management  of  the  majority 
(probably  more  than  95 percent)  ofBLM-administered  lands 
in  the  planning  area. 

We  have  continued  to  maintain  more  than  95  percent  ownership 
and  management  of  BLM-administered  lands  in  the  resource  area. 


associated  wetlands  (535  acres)in  1993,  which  has  2  miles  of 
Conejos  River  flowing  through  it. 

In  1994,  BLM  acquired  620  acre-feet  of  water  rights  for  use 
in  our  wetlands  program. 

1-22:  Land  disposal  of  the  scattered  parcels  in  the  San  Luis 
Lakes  and  Mishak  Lakes  area  will  be  limited  to  agencies  or 
entities  (Colorado  Division  of  Parks  and  Outdoor  Recre- 
ation, Colorado  Division  of  Wildlife,  Trout  Unlimited,  U.S. 
Fish  &  Wildlife  Service,  Nature  Conservancy,  National  Park 
Service,  etc. )  with  an  interest  in  the  maintenance  or  enhance- 
ment of  the  potential  riparian/wetland  values. 

No  proposals  from  any  organization  have  been  submitted. 

Land  Use  Allocation  Decisions 

1-10:  Landdisposals  will  occur  under  the  Category  I  criteria. 
Disposal  of  approximately  5, 300  acres.. .  will  occur  through 
sales  or  other  methods. 

Since  199 1 ,  eight  parcels  totalling  62 1  acres  have  been  sold. 
They  were  small  isolated  tracts  that  were  inefficient  for 
management.  Two  small  cemeteries  on  public  land  totalling 
1 . 1  acres  were  also  sold.  One  was  a  small  family  plot,  and  the 
other  was  part  of  a  church  cemetery. 

1-11:  Land  disposals  can  occur  through  other  methods  under 
Category  II  criteria.  Approximately  352,000  acres  will  be 
available  for  potential  disposal  if  it  is  determined  to  be  in  the 
public  interest.  Category  II  lands,  ifreviewedonacase-by-case 
basis  and  determined  to  meet  Section  203  criteria  and  would 
serve  the  public  interest,  could  also  be  available  for  sale. 

In  1994,  the  Saguache  County  Airport  was  transferred  to  the 
county  under  the  Code  of  Federal  Regulations  (CFR)  2640- 
Airport  and  Airway  Improvement  Act  of  September  3, 1982. 

1-12:  Land  disposalwill  not  occur  in  the  designated  ACECs, 
WSAs,  and  SRMAs  within  the  planning  area;  disposal  of 
lands  with  riparian  values  will  only  be  allowed  through 
exchange,  unless  excepted  in  other  decisions. 

No  disposals  have  occurred. 

1-13:  Existing  withdrawals  will  be  retained. 


1-21:  The  priority  criteria  for  acquisitions  of  new  lands  are:     ^11  withdrawals  continue  to  be  retained. 
1)  riparian  (e.g.,  wetlands,  perennial  streams,  etc.);  2)  habi- 
tat for  special  status  animal  species  and  areas  with  special      1-14:  New  withdrawals  will  be  recommended  to  protect  the 
status  plant  species;  3)  recreation  use  sites  adjacent  to  water     five  NRHP  sites  (approximately  560  acres), 
areas;  4)  wildlife  habitat;  5)  access;  and  6)  lands  to  improve 


overall  manageability. 

Two  riparian  land  acquisitions  have  been  completed:  Quinlan 
property  (2,500  acres)  in  1992,  which  has  4  miles  of  Rio 
Grande  River  frontage;  and  Mclntire  Spring  property  and 


No  action  because  of  lack  of  staff  support  has  occurred  on 
these  sites. 
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1-15:  Utility  corridor  routes,  identified  by  the  Western  Utility 
Group  (WUG)  and  included  in  the  Rio  Grande  Forest  Plan,  are 
adopted  with  three  exceptions. 

1 .  No  utility  corridor  from  the  Poncha  Pass  corridor  west 
to  Middle  Creek  (near  Saguache)  to  Del  Norte.  This  area  has 
many  acres  of  crucial  winter  wildlife  habitat,  is  highly  scenic, 
and  is  an  important  dispersed  recreation  area.  Any  expan- 
sion of  utility  use  in  the  Poncha  Pass  corridor  will  be 
analyzed  thoroughly  under  the  NEPA  process. 

2.  No  utility  corridor  from  New  Mexico  State  line  up 
along  the  Rio  Grande  River  to  Alamosa.  Future  powerlines 
proposed  into  Colorado  from  New  Mexico  will  be  routed 
outside  the  Rio  Grande  River  Corridor. 

3.  No  major  utility  corridors  will  be  allowed  in  existing 
ACECs. 

No  proposals  involving  utility  corridor  routes  have  been  received. 

1-16:  Any  impacts  from  ROWs  adjacent  to  or  that  cross 
riparian  areas  will  be  mitigated. 

No  ROWs  have  been  involved  in  riparian  areas  to  date. 

1-17:  All  other  BLM  lands  will  be  open  to  rights-of-way  for 
other  utility  lines,  roads,  etc.,  and  each  will  be  evaluated  on  a 
case-by-case  basis  for  alignment  and  mitigation  stipulations. 

In  1992,  four  ROWs  were  issued  involving  an  irrigation  canal, 
electric  power  line,  a  communications  site,  and  an  access  road. 

In  1993,  eight  ROWs  were  issued  involving  access  roads, 
electric  powerlines,  and  telephone  lines. 

Other  land  use  authorizations  in  1993  involved  a  commercial 
photo  permit  for  a  group  from  Germany,  a  movie  permit  on  the 
Cumbres-Toltec  Railroad  for  a  scene  in  the  movie  "Wyatt 
Earp,"  and  a  landfill  rehabilitation  agreement  with  Conejos 
County  involving  unauthorized  dumpsite  cleanup  on  BLM- 
administered  land  within  the  county. 


Management  Action  Decision 

1-8:  Identify  and  designate  access  corridors  through 
BLM-administered  lands  at  the  time  the  support  services 
management  plan  (SSMP)  is  completed. 

When  the  SSMP  is  completed,  any  additional  access  corri- 
dors will  be  designated  and  included  with  the  existing  iden- 
tified corridors  from  the  WUG  report. 

Recreation  Management 
Resource  Condition  Objective  Decision 

1  -23:  Allow  continued  dispersed  recreational  opportunities 
on  BLM-administered  lands. 


Recreational  opportunities  are  depicted  at  several  locations 
to  include  displays  at  the  SLV  Visitors  Center  and  at  informa- 
tion centers  on  Poncha  Pass,  Mt.  San  Antonio,  and  North 
Pass.  Dispersed  recreational  opportunities  are  also  depicted 
in  recently  developed  brochures  including  Blanca  Wetlands 
and  the  SLV  Mountain  Bike  Guide.  Recreational  areas  in- 
cluding Zapata  Falls,  Blanca  Wetiands,  and  Penitente  Can- 
yon are  depicted  in  the  latest  Colorado  (BLM)  Recreational 
Guide  and  the  latest  topographic  recreational  map  of  Colo- 
rado. Work  with  several  outfitter  and  groups  to  permit  activi- 
ties on  public  lands  within  the  valley  has  occurred.  These 
include  upland  permits,  rock  climbing  school,  mountain  bike 
events,  retriever  field  trials,  and  rafting. 

1-24:  Provide  special  management  in  areas  with  significant 
recreation  potential  and  increased  use;  e.g.,  Penitente  Can- 
yon, Zapata  Falls,  etc. 

Visitor  use  is  currently  being  monitored  at  Penitente  Canyon, 
Witches  Canyon,  Blanca  Wetlands,  and  Zapata  Falls. 

Maintenance  and  janitorial  contracts  are  in  place  for  Zapata 
Falls,  Blanca  Wetiands,  and  Penitente  Canyon. 

Partnerships  have  been  established  for  law  enforcement 
(with  National  Park  Service)  at  Zapata  Falls. 

Cooperative  agreement  is  in  place  with  the  state  for  manage- 
ment of  Zapata  Falls  until  the  land  exchange  is  finalized. 

Partnership  is  in  place  with  American  Mountain  Foundation 
in  the  management  of  Penitente  Canyon. 

Land  Use  Allocation  Decisions 

1-18:  Two  areas  of  special  concern  are  designated  within 
area  #1;  the  Penitente  Canyon  Special  Recreation  Manage- 
ment Area  (7,529  acres)  and  the  Zapata  Falls  Special  Recre- 
ation Management  Area  (6,302  acres).  These  13,831  acres 
will  be  managed  for  intensive  recreation. 

Visitor  use  is  monitored  at  both  sites. 

Increased  BLM  presence  is  provided  at  both  sites. 

Cooperative  agreement  is  in  place  with  the  state  for  BLM  to 
manage  Zapata  Falls  until  the  land  exchange  is  complete. 

Law  enforcement  is  provided  at  Zapata  Falls  by  the  National 
Park  Service  through  a  cooperative  agreement  with  BLM. 

Four  miles  of  mountain  bike/hiking  trails  have  been  com- 
pleted at  Zapata  Falls. 

Partnership  has  been  developed  with  the  American  Mountain 
Foundation  for  management  of  Penitente  Canyon. 
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Bathrooms  and  picnic  areas  have  been  developed  at  both  WatchablewildlifeSiteatBlancaWedandswassubmittedas 

areas.  (Some  construction  at  Zapata  Falls  is  still  in  progress,  the  #1  state  priority  for  FY96  budget  request. 

Service  and  maintenance  contracts  are  in  place  at  both  ELM  was  a  partner  in  editing  the  SLV  Watchable  Wildlife 

Penitente  Canyon  and  Zapata  Falls.  Guide. 


1-19:  A  total  of  375,466  acres  of  BLM-administered  lands 
will  be  managed  for  extensive  recreation  in  area  #1. 

Refer  to  Resource  Condition  Objective  Decision  1-23. 

1-20:  The  majority  of  BLM-administered  land  in  area  #1  will 
be  designated  as  open  or  limited  (seasonal,  designated  roads 
and  trails,  etc.)  to  vehicular  travel.  The  public  will  be  encour- 
aged, through  an  awareness  program,  to  stay  on  roads  to 
protect  environmental  values.  The  only  areas  closed  to  vehicu- 
lar travel  will  be  the  recommended  wilderness  areas.  Desig- 
nated corridors  leading  to  U.S.  Forest  Service,  state,  and 
private  lands  will  be  identified  in  the  SSMPfor  use  during  the 
seasonal  limitations. 

Several  roads  have  been  signed  for  closure  in  the  Trickle 
Mountain  area.  The  ELM  ranger  is  now  equipped  with  signs  for 
further  road  closures.  An  OHV  plan  has  not  been  developed  for 
the  San  Luis  Resource  Area  because  of  a  lack  of  personnel. 

1-21:  Crucial  big  game  winter  and  birthing  areas  will  be 
designated  as  limited  (seasonal)  for  OHV  use. 

Management  Action  Decisions 

This  has  been  done  through  the  RMP  process.  The  Support 
Service  Activity  Plan  and  lAPs  have  not  been  completed,  which 
will  show  specific  location  of  OHV  opportunities.  These  plans 
are  expected  to  be  completed  when  resources  are  available. 

1-9:  Develop  public  awareness  and  public  interpretive  pro- 
grams to  focus  on  user  ethics,  sensitive  resource  values,  infor- 
mation brochures,  signing,  etc.,  for  cultural,  and  wildlife, 
recreational  opportunities.  Provide  dispersed  watchable  wild- 
life opportunity  sites  and  sites  to  interpret  special  status  plant 
values.  These  efforts  will  primarily  be  a  recreation  program, 
but  cooperation  from  the  other  resources  will  be  needed. 

Recendy  completed  the  Los  Caminos  Antiguos  Historic 
Byway  Interpretive  Plan. 

Currently  working  on  the  SLV  Mountain  Eike  Brochure. 

Currendy  revising  the  kiosk  at  Penitente  Canyon. 


Completed  the  Blanca  Wedands  brochure. 

1-10:  Develop  facilities  in  Penitente  Canyon  to  accommodate 
increasing  recreation  use,  including  restrooms,  parking,  and 
primitive  camping. 

Restrooms,  parking  areas,  and  primitive  campsites  are  in 
place  at  Penitente  Canyon. 

Submitted  as  the  #2  state  priority  for  FY96  budget  to  upgrade 
the  facilities  mentioned  previously. 

Woridng  with  American  Mountain  Foundation  to  provide 
desired  recreational  opportunities. 

1-11:  Develop  an  activity  plan  focusing  on  management 
needs  to  accommodate  growing  recreation  use,  especially 
rock  climbing,  but  also  protect  resource  values. 

In  cooperation  with  American  Mountain  Foundation,  a  rec- 
reation activity  management  plan  is  being  developed. 

1-12:  Pursue  acquisition  of  state  and  private  lands  within  the 
Zapata  Falls  SRMA. 

Ongoing. 

1-13:  Develop  an  activity  plan  for  Zapata  Falls  SRMA 
focusing  on  improved  access  to  the  falls  and  neededfacilities 
including  day  use,  interpretive  signing,  etc. 

Complete. 

Visual  Resource  Management 
Resource  Condition  Objective  Decisions 

1-25:  Manage  visual  resource  values  on  BLM-administered 
lands  to  conform  to  current  VRM  inventory  class  objectives 
with  one  exception  listed  in  Land  Use  Allocation  Decision 
#7-22. 

Completed  a  VRM  inventory  and  compliance  on  the  Cellular 
One  Tower. 


Included  an  interpretive  package  in  the  development  plan  for     Permit  firewood  cuts  to  blend  chaining  on  Mt.  Elanca. 

Zapata  Falls. 

Recent  updated  telephone  lines  in  the  vicinity  of  Saguache 

New  bathrooms  and  parking  area  are  in  place  at  the  proposed     and  Villa  Grove  replaced  overheads  with  underground  wires. 

watchable  wildlife  site  at  Elanca  Wedands. 
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Archaeological  Resources 

Several  overhead  wires  have  been  removed. 

Resource  Condition  Objective  Decision 

1-26:  Manage  the  Blanca  Peak  chaining,  strive  towards  a 

class  III  objective.  1-28:  Manageallsignificantarchaeologicalsitesforprotec- 

tionfrom  adverse  impacts  of  other  resources. 
Permit  firewood  cuts  to  blend  chaining  on  Mt.  Blanca. 

Completed  protective  fence  around  Cattleguard  Folson  site 

Land  Use  Allocation  Decision  in  1992. 

1-22:  Public  lands  to  the  west  of  U.S.  Highway  285  will  be     Completed  site  location  and  verification  in  1993. 

managed  according  to  VRM  Class  III  objectives  to  allow  for 

a  major  utility  corridor.  Presence  of  BLM  ranger  patrol  1 992. 

Currently  meeting  VRM  class  ni.  Last  utility  action  occurred     Completed  protective  fence  at  Mclntire  Mansion  in  1994. 

in  1980. 

Monitored  Cumbres  and  Toltec  condition  in  1992. 

Established  cooperative  agreement  with  National  Park  Ser- 
vice for  law  enforcement  patrols. 

l\/lanagement  Action  Decisions 


Historical  Resources 

Resource  Condition  Objective  Decision 


1-27:   Manage  18  historical  sites  on  BLM  lands  for  protec- 
tion from  adverse  impacts  of  other  resources.  j  _  j  ^ .  Complete  specific  CRMPs  on  those  sites  (i.  e. ,  Punche 


Protective  measures  have  not  been  taken. 

Land  Use  Aliocation  Decision 


Valley,  Dry  Creek,  etc.)  eligible  for  inclusion  on  the  National 
Register,  either  as  a  national  site,  a  national  district,  or  a 
noncontiguous  district. 

Completed  Punche  Valley  sample  inventory  in  1992. 
1-23:  Five  eligible  national  register  sites  (560  acres)  will  be 

protected;  e.g.,  remain  in  public  ownership,  closed  to  OHV,     Completed  Dry  Creek  sample  inventory  in  1993. 

withdrawn  from  mineral  entry,  leased  with  NSO  stipulation, 

limit  access  for  administrative  use,  etc.  Initiated  draft  MOA  initiated  with  Smithsonian  for  Cattleguard 

Folsom  Site  in  1994. 
No  action  because  of  budget  and  personnel  constraints. 

1-17:  Complete  a  valley-wide  CRMP  on  those  sites  not 
l\/lanagement  Action  Decisions  eligible  for  inclusion  on  the  NRHP  and  areas  remaining  to  be 

inventoried. 
1-14:  Prepare  CRMPs  for  thesefive  significant  sites  as  apart 

of  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places  nominating  pro-     Not  initiated  because  of  budget  and  personnel  constraints. 
cess.  They  will  be  available  for  the  following  use  categories: 
"scientific  use, "  "public  use, "  and  "management  use. "  1-18:  Provide  selected  parts  of  various  sites  for  public 

education  and  scientific  purposes  as  specified  in  the 
No  action  because  of  budget  and  personnel  constraints.  valley-wide  CRMP,  a  site-specific  CRMP,  or  a  lAP. 

1-15:  Prepare  a  valley-wide  CRMP  for  the  13  sites  (620  acres)     Component  of  Cattleguard  CRMP  MOA  1 994. 

not  eligiblefortheNationalRegisterof Historic  Places(NRHP) 

and  manage  these  sites  according  to  this  activity  plan.  Component  of  draft  Mclntire  Spring  plan  1 994. 

Cultural  plan  has  not  been  done  becasue  of  other  priorities 
and  lack  of  funding.  Some  work  may  begin  on  this  effort  in 
FY95. 
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Special  Status  Plant  and  Animal 
Values 

Resource  Condition  Objective  Decision 

1-29:     Provide  management  to  enhance,   recover,  or 
re-establish  special  status  plant  and  animal  values. 

Maintain  and  continue  updating  inventory  on  Astragalus  ripleyi, 
Cleome  multicaulis,  Neopanya  lithophila.  Clearance  forms  ongo- 
ing. Inventory  completed  on  snowy  plover  (1993-1994)  and  spot- 
ted owl.  Bald  eagle  inventory  underway.  Road  closure  in  place  for 
snowy  plover.  Enhancement  of  sage  grouse  habitat  is  ongoing. 

Waterpower/Storage 

Resource  Condition  Objective  Decision 

1-30:  Continue  maintenance  of  the  physical  potential  for  the 
development  of  waterpower/storage. 

Data  base  maintained. 

Management  Action  Decisions 

1-19:  Evaluate  and  weigh  potential  waterpower/storage  val- 
ues of  all  sites  prior  to  rejecting  possible  land  acquisitions. 

No  action  has  occurred  to  date. 

1-20:  Evaluate  sites  notwithdrawn,  and  if  warranted,  pursue 
opportunities  for  acquiring  the  land  and  recommend  any 
affected  land  for  withdrawal. 

No  action  has  occurred  because  of  lack  of  staff. 

1-21:  Develop  measures  to  be  included  in  FERC  licenses  to 
mitigate  other  resources  in  areas  where  other  resources  are 
in  conflict  with  undeveloped  sites. 

Maintaining;  need  GIS  information. 


Trickle  Mountain  Area  #2 

All  decisions  under  area  #1  will  apply  here  unless  otherwise 
stated.  Area  #2  contains  44,521  acres  of  BLM-administered 
lands. 

Resource  Condition  Objective  Decision 

2-1:  Provide  special  management  to  protect  and  enhance 
special  wildlife  values  (multiple  overlapping  and  intensive 
big  game  winter  use),  other  significant  natural  values,  and 
special  status  plant  values. 

lAP  scheduled  for  1993;  not  completed  because  of  funding 
and  personnel  constraints. 

Land  Use  Ailocation  Decisions 

2-1:  This  area,  including  the  Ford  Creek  Riparian  Area  and 
existing  WHA,  will  be  designated  as  an  ACEC. 

Designation  and  signing  completed. 

2-2:  Five  bighorn  sheep  lambing  ranges  and  special  status 
values  (6,260  acres)  will  be  protected  by  NSO  and  disposal 
stipulations.  Other  crucial  wildlife  habitat  will  be  protected 
through  no  disposal  stipulations  and  seasonal  limitations. 

The  area  is  currently  an  ACEC  and  is  protected  by  NSO  and  a  no 
disposal  discretion.  These  stipulations  will  be  incorporated  into  the 
lAP.  No  APDs  nor  NOIs  have  been  received  to  date  for  this  area. 
Special  stipulations  will  be  implemented  on  future  actions. 

2-3:  Application  of  seasonal  limitations  on  timber  cutting  in 
bighorn  sheep  lambing  range  (6,260  acres). 

Seasonal  limitations  in  place  but  no  timber  cutting  sales  have 
occurred. 

2-4:  Application  of  limited  OHV  use,  and  all  travel  at  other 
times  will  be  limited  to  designated  roads  and  trails  within  this 
A  CEC  and  per  the  lAP.  The  existing  OHV  plan  will  remain  in 
place  until  an  lAP  is  completed. 

Existing  OHV  plan  is  in  place  and  being  monitored.  lAP  not 
completed  because  of  budget  and  personnel  constraints. 

l\/lanagement  Action  Decisions 

2-1 :  Continue  the  riparian  demonstration  project  on  Ford  Creek . 

The  Ford  Creek  Riparian  Demonstration  Area  is  part  of  the  Poison 
Gulch  Allotment,  and  in  the  past  cattle  grazed  this  allotment  under 
a  two-pasture  deferred  grazing  system.  For  4  years,  starting  with 
1989  through  1992,  a  portion  of  the  creek  was  fenced  to  exclude 
livestock  grazing  because  of  the  deteriorating  condition  of  the 
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riparian  area.  Restoration  steps  were  initiated  to  improve  the 
ecological  site  condition  iiom  poor  to  fair. 

Restoration  steps  during  the  4  years  are  as  follows: 

A  riparian  enclosure  to  fence  out  livestock,  cattleguards,  and 
instream  drop  structures  that  control  flow  and  create  pools 
were  constructed. 

Transects  to  monitor  vegetation  changes  and  channel  mor- 
phology were  initiated  in  1992. 

The  results  obtained  during  the  4  years  of  rest  and  restoration 
have  been  remarkable.  The  normally  intermittent  drainage 
has  been  running  more  like  a  perennial  creek,  and  the  vegeta- 
tion seems  to  be  more  abundant  and  vigorous  than  in  previous 
years.  Cottonwoods  have  sprouted  where  previously  there 
were  none,  howwever,  woody  species  have  expanded,  and 
banks  have  sloughed  with  silt  accumulating  along  the  inside 
bends  of  the  creek. 

The  goal  of  improving  the  Ford  Creek  riparian  area  has  been 
reached  and  grazing  on  that  portion  of  the  creek,  which  was 
closed  to  livestock  previously,  has  been  resumed.  For  the  past 
2  years,  beginning  with  the  year  1993,  this  riparian  pasture 
has  been  used  as  part  of  a  three-pasture  rotational  grazing 
plan  in  which  the  pasture  is  grazed  by  cattle  for  a  total  of  4 
days  in  the  middle  of  May  at  137  AUMs  and  by  10  horses, 
which  have  access  to  the  whole  allotment  throughout  the 
grazing  season. 

With  close  monitoring  of  vegetation  changes  and  stream 
morphology,  BLM  plans  to  make  the  needed  changes  as  they 
arise  to  maintain  the  present  riparian  condition  we  have  now. 

2-2:  Develop  lAP  emphasizing  crucial  winter  and  birthing 
habitats  as  priority  objectives  and  addressing  special  status 
animals  and  plants. 

lAP  scheduled  for  1993;  not  completed  because  of  budget 
and  personnel  constraints. 


Sand  Castle  Area  #3 

All  decisions  in  area  #1  will  apply  here  unless  otherwise 
stated.  Area  #3  contains  3,595  acres  of  BLM-administered 
lands. 

Resource  Condition  Objective  Decision 

3-1 :  Provide  special  management  to  protect  the  cultural  and 
ecological  resources  within  the  Sand  Castle  area,  with  em- 
phasis on  the  200-acre  "Folsom  "  archaeological  site. 

Included  in  MOU  for  National  Park  Service  law  enforcement 
plan. 

Land  Use  Allocation  Decisions 

3-1:  ACEC  designation  will  provide  protection  for  the  sig- 
nificant cultural  and  ecological  values. 

ACEC  designation  provides  for  the  protection  of  significant 
cultural  and  ecological  values. 

3-2:  The  area  is  designated  as  a  limited  OHV  area.  Travel 
within  the  Sand  Castle  area  will  be  restricted  to  designated 
roads  and  trails  identified  in  the  lAP,  which  will  also  deter- 
mine specific  measures  that  may  be  taken  to  manage  poten- 
tial impacts  caused  from  OHV  riding  on  roads  and  trails. 
Until  the  lAP  is  complete,  travel  will  be  limited  to  existing 
roads  and  trails. 

Roads  have  been  signed.  Restricted  access  to  BLM-adminis- 
tered lands  is  available  through  adjacent  Bison  Ranch.  Pro- 
posal submitted  to  acquire  areas  to  secure  the  area. 

3-3:  Locatable  mineral  entry  will  be  precluded,  and  a  new 
protective  withdrawal  will  be  placed  on  the  200-acre  Folsom 
site  in  this  ACEC. 

BLM  will  pursue  a  protective  withdrawal  for  the  area,  if 
budget  allows.  To  date  no  NOIs  have  been  received  for  the 
area. 

3-4:  A  no  surface  occupancy  (NSO)  stipulation  for  fluid 
minerals  management  will  be  placed  on  the  200-acre  Folsom 
site  in  this  ACEC. 

No  APDs  have  been  received  for  the  area.  Special  stipula- 
tions will  be  included  in  all  future  applications. 

Management  Action  Decision 

3-1:  Complete  a  lAP  for  the  area  with  emphasis  on  the 
protection  of  significant  cultural  and  ecological  values. 

Not  completed  because  of  budget  and  personnel  constraints. 
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Blanca  Area  #4 

All  decisions  in  area#l  will  apply  here  unless  otherwise  stated. 
Area  #4  contains  9,147  acres  of  BLM-administered  land. 

Resource  Condition  Objective  Decision 

4-1:  Provide  special  management  to  maintain  and  improve 
wetlands  for  waterfowl  production  in  the  area,  maintain 
1,600  acres  of  wetlands,  and  enhance  an  additional  1,175 
acres  of  historical  wetlands.  Recreation  emphasis  will  be 
placedon  warm  waterfisheries  andwatchable  wildlife-related 
values. 

lAP  near  completion. 

Land  Use  Allocation  Decisions 

4-1 :  The  area  is  designated  as  an  area  of  critical  environmen- 
tal concern  (ACEC)  and  a  special  recreation  management 
area  (SRMA).  This  area  will  be  managed  with  a  strong 
emphasis  on  wildlife  management  and  public  recreation 
opportunities.  Recreation  objectives  for  the  Blanca  SRMA 
will  be  to  enhance  opportunities  for  fishing,  viewing  wildlife, 
waterfowl  hunting,  upland  game  hunting,  and  other  day-use 
recreation.  Since  recreation  opportunities  are  dependent  on 
wildlife  values,  these  values  will  be  enhanced  and  protected. 

Designations  in  place;  management  will  be  implemented  on 
completion  of  lAP.  lAP  includes  areas  area  #1  (Dry  Lakes 
and  Mishak  Lakes,  Mclntire  and  Flat  Top).  L\P  also  includes 
state  and  private  lands. 

4-2:  Locatable  mineral  entry  will  be  precluded  in  this  area. 

The  existing  withdrawal  (Public  Land  Order  No.  5504)  on  the 
original  Blanca  area  is  for  5,350  acres,  which  protects  wild- 
life habitat,  archeological  values,  and  recreational  values. 
The  land  is  segregated  under  the  public  land  laws  and  from 
location  under  the  general  mining  laws  but  not  from  the 
mineral  leasing  laws.  Since  this  original  order,  four  addi- 
tional properties  have  been  acquired:  Snook  (232.5  acres), 
Jensen  (892.5  acres),  Emperius  (2,014  acres)  and  North  Tract 
(800  acres).  A  new  withdrawal  is  currently  being  processed 
for  these  four  parcels. 

4-3:  Limited  OHV  designations  (seasonal  limitations  and 
travel  restricted  to  designated  roads  and  trails  asperthelAP) 
will  maintain  and  protect  significant  values.  Until  the  lAP  is 
complete,  travel  will  be  limited  to  existing  roads  and  trails. 


Limitations  in  place.  Public  notified  through  brochures, 
public  notices,  road  closures. 

Management  Action  Decision 

4-1:  Complete  a  lAP  with  specific  emphasis  on  blending  the 
existing  Blanca  HMP  into  the  additional  recreational  objec- 
tives now  existing  for  this  area  and  opening  a  portion  of  the 
area  for  wildlife  viewing  opportunities  during  the  limited 
closure.  Recreation  objectives  will  conform  to  the  existing 
site-specific  guidance  within  the  Blanca  HMP. 

ZAP  being  completed. 


Elephant  Rocks  Area  #5 

All  decisions  in  area  #1  will  apply  here  unless  otherwise 
stated.  Area  #5  contains  1,852  acres  of  BLM-administered 
land. 

Resource  Condition  Objective  Decision 

5-1 :  Provide  special  management  to  protect  unique  geologi- 
cal, scenic,  visual,  special  status  plant  values,  recreation, 
and  other  significant  natural  resource  values. 

Working  with  TNC  to  establish  outstanding  natural  area. 

Land  Use  Allocation  Decisions 

5-1:  ACEC  designation  will  provide  protection  for  the 
unique  geological,  scenic,  visual,  special  status  plant  values, 
recreation,  and  other  significant  natural  resource  values. 


OHV  designations  and  signing  are  complete.  Management  is     ACEC  designation  provides  recommended  protection. 


ongomg. 


4-4 :  Protect  waterfowl  nesting  and  water  bird  nesting  habitat 
in  the  ACEC  with  seasonal  limitations  from  February  15  to 
July  15. 


5-2:  Limited  OHV  designations  (seasonal  limitations  and 
travel  restricted  to  designated  roads  and  trails  as  per  the  lAP) 
will  maintain  and  protect  significant  values.  Until  the  lAP  is 
complete,  travel  will  be  limited  to  existing  roads  and  trails. 
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OHV  designations  not  completed  because  of  time,  staff,  and 
budget  constraints.  Area  is  signed  for  existing  roads  and  trails. 
Work  is  underway  for  development  of  lAP. 

Management  Action  Decision 

5-1:  Complete  a  lAP  for  the  Elephant  Rocks  ACEC  and 
address  those  special  status  plant  values  to  be  protected. 
Portions  of  the  Penitente  SRMA  overlap  this  ACEC,  and 
these  recreation  objectives  will  be  considered  in  the  Elephant 
Rocks  lAP. 

Worked  with  American  Mountain  Foundation  to  address 
recreation  issues  in  Penitente  Canyon.  They  have  fielded  a 
survey  concerning  recreation  issues  as  of  September  1994. 
Results  should  be  tabulated  by  spring  1995.  Worked  with 
Colorado  Parks  and  Outdoor  Recreation,  Colorado  Natural 
Areas  Program  from  January  1994  to  present  to  develop 
articles  of  designation  to  designate  the  Elephant  Rocks  ACEC 
as  a  natural  area  and  to  work  together  in  the  management  of 
Elephant  Rocks. 

Ra  Jadero  Canyon  Area  #6 

All  decisions  in  area#l  will  apply  here  unless  otherwise  stated. 
Area  #6  contains  3,632  acres  of  BLM-administered  lands. 

Resource  Condition  Objective  Decision 

6-1 :  Provide  special  management  to  protect  the  unique  special 
status  plant  values  and  other  significant  natural  resources. 

Implementation  of  recommended  protection  will  begin  with 
completion  of  lAP. 

Land  Use  Allocation  Decisions 

6-1:  ACEC  designation  will  provide  protection  for  the 
unique  special  status  plant  values  and  other  significant 
natural  resource  values. 

Special  status  plants  have  been  located  and  mapped;  this 
process  will  be  ongoing.  Firewood  and  transplant  sales  are 
not  allowed  in  this  area. 

6-2:  Limited  OHV  designations  (seasonal  limitations  and 
travel  restricted  to  designated  roads  and  trails  as  per  the  lAP 
will  maintain  and  protect  significant  values.  Until  the  lAP  is 
complete,  travel  will  be  limited  to  existing  roads  and  trails. 

Placement  of  OHV  limitation  signs  on  all  existing  roads  and 
trails  currently  in  process. 

Management  Action  Decision 

6-1:  Complete  a  lAP for  the  ACEC  and  address  those  special 
status  plant  values  to  be  protected. 


lAP  not  done  because  of  other  priorities  and  lack  of  funding. 
No  schedule  for  ZAP  at  this  time. 

Los  Mogotes  Area  #7 

All  decisions  in  area  #1  will  apply  here  unless  otherwise 
stated.  Area  #7  contains  33,456  acres  of  BLM-administered 
land. 

Resource  Condition  Objective  Decision 

7-1:  Provide  special  management  to  protect  and  enhance  big 
game  crucial  winter  habitat,  birthing  habitats,  and  special 
status  plant  values. 

Management  to  protect  special  values  will  occur  when  lAP  is 
completed. 

Land  Use  Allocation  Decisions 

7-1:  ACEC  designation  will  provide  protection  for  wildlife 
habitat,  and  this  protection  will  be  described  in  the  lAP. 
Seasonal  limitations  for  development  of  the  mineral  materi- 
als during  the  winter  months  will  also  be  included  in  the  lAP. 

Designation  in  place  and  protective  measures  will  be  pre- 
scribed in  lAP. 

7-2:  Limited  OHV  designations  (seasonal  and  travel  re- 
stricted to  designated  roads  and  trails  as  per  the  lAP  will 
maintain  and  protect  significant  values.  Until  the  lAP  is 
complete,  travel  will  be  limited  to  existing  roads  and  trails. 

OHV  travel  is  limited  to  existing  roads  and  trails  until  the  ZAP 
is  completed. 

Management  Action  Decision 

7-1:  Complete  an  lAP  with  emphasis  on  protecting  special 
status  plant  and  animal  values  and  big  game  crucial  winter 
and  birthing  habitats  as  priority  objectives. 

ZAP  not  completed  because  of  other  priorities  and  lack  of 
funding.  Date  for  ZAP  not  scheduled  at  this  date. 

San  Luis  Hills  #8 

All  decisions  in  area  #1  will  apply  here  unless  otherwise 
stated.  Area  #8  contains  28,713  acres  of  BLM-administered 
land. 

Resource  Condition  Objective  Decision 

8-1:  Provide  special  management  to  maintain  and,  ifpossible, 
improve  condition  on  the  existing  acres  of  Flat  Top  Mountain 
wetlands,  big  game  habitat,  and  special  status  plant  values. 
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Special  management  for  recommended  protection  will  be 
addressed  in  Blanca  lAP. 

Land  Use  Allocation  Decisions 

8-1:  ACEC  designation  of  the  San  Luis  Hills  area,  including 
Flat  Top  Mountain,  will  provide  protection  for  tite  significant 
natural  values. 

Recommended  protection  will  be  addressed  in  the  lAP  and 
implemented  on  completion. 

8-2:  A  no  surface  occupancy  (NSO)  stipulation  for  fluid 
minerals  management  will  be  placed  on  the  2,000-acre 
SPNM  portion  of  Flat  Top  Mountain  in  the  ACEC. 

No  applications  (APD)  have  been  received  to  date.  Special 
stipulations  will  be  included  in  all  future  applications. 

8-3:  The  Flat  Top  Mountain  segment  (2,000  acres)  of  the 
ACEC  will  be  closed  to  disposal  of  mineral  materials. 

Mineral  material  disposal  is  not  allowed  in  the  area, 

8-4:  Manage  2,000  acres  of  the  Flat  Top  Mountain  portion 
of  the  San  Luis  Hills  ACEC  as  an  OHV  closed  area. 

Signing  in  OHV  closed  area  completed. 

8-5:  The  remainder  ofthe  ACEC  will  be  designated  as  a  limited 
OHV  area  with  travel  restricted  to  designated  roads  and  trails. 
Until  the  lAP  is  complete,  travel  will  be  limited  to  existing  roads 
and  trails. 

Signs  are  in  place  limiting  OHV  travel  to  exisiting  roads  and 
trails  until  completion  of  an  lAP. 

Management  Action  Decisions 

8-1:  Complete  a  lAP  for  the  area  to  protect  the  existing 
significant  values.  This  may  be  combined  with  the  one  for  Rio 
Grande  River  Corridor  #9. 

lAP  not  done  because  of  other  priorities  and  issues;  plan 
scheduled  for  1995.  Joint  raptor  study  with  Taos  Resource 
Area,  beginning  in  summer  of  1993,  is  in  progress. 

8-2:  Develop  a  research  program  for  special  status  plant  values. 

Not  done  because  of  budget  and  personnel  constraints. 

8-3:  ConsiderajointstudyandanalysiseffortbetweenNewMexico 
and  Colorado  BLM  to  determine  a  recommendation  for  the 
potential  designation  of  all  ofthe  Rio  Grande  Corridor  (57  miles  in 
New  Mexico  and  41  miles  in  Colorado)  as  anationalconsemation 
area  (NCA).  Tlie  area  in  Colorado  will  include  all  ofthe  San  Luis 
Hills  A  CEC  and  the  Rio  Grande  River  Corridor  ACEC  and  other 
unique  areas  appropriate  for  designation. 
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Discussions  with  New  Mexico  BLM  in  progress  for  a  joint 
lAP  effort  in  this  area 

Rio  Grande  River  Corridor  Area  #9 

All  decisions  in  area  #1  will  apply  here  unless  otherwise 
stated.  Area  #9  contains  2,640  acres  of  BLM-administered 
land.  The  41-mile  corridor  contains  13,230  acres,  which 
include  BLM,  USFWS,  and  private  land. 

Resource  Condition  Objective  Decisions 

9-1:  Provide  special  managementfor  the  significant  natural/ 
scenic/  recreational  values  on  2,640  acres  along  a  22-mile 
stretch  ofthe  river  administered  by  BLM  as  an  area  of  critical 
environmental  concern  (ACEC).  This  portion  ofthe  corridor 
will  be  managed  for  strict  conformance  to  visual  resource 
management  (VRM)  class  objectives,  and  for  protection  of 
the  extensive  wildlife  resources  and  the  potential  recre- 
ational opportunities  within  this  corridor. 

This  portion  ofthe  corridor  is  managed  in  strict  conformance 
to  VRM  class  objectives  and  for  protection  of  the  wildlife 
resources  and  the  recreational  opportunities  within  this  cor- 
ridor. Boating  closure  in  place  during  April  and  May  from  the 
Lobatos  Bridge  to  the  state  line.  Completion  of  raptor  surveys 
and  a  fence  to  protect  riparian  area  on  east  side  is  in  progress. 
Partnership  with  Costilla  county  to  control  livestock  grazing 
in  progress;  phase  n  or  III  to  be  completed  this  year. 

9-2:  Manage  areas  within  the  foreground  area  of  the 
corridor  that  are  presently  VRM  Class  III  as  VRM  Class  II. 

Currently  managing  class  III  as  class  II. 

Land  Use  Allocation  Decisions 

9-1:  ACEC  designation  of  the  2,640  acres  within  the  Rio 
Grande  River  Corridor  will  provide  protection  forthe  signifi- 
cant wildlife  and  recreation  values. 

Recommended  protection  will  be  addressed  in  lAP  and 
implemented  on  completion. 

9-2:  SRMA  designation  of  4,595  acres  along  a  29-mile 
stretch  ofthe  river  administered  by  BLM  will  provide  for  the 
intensive  management  of  recreation.  The  various  scattered 
parcels  of  BLM-administered  lands  along  the  river  between 
the  Lasauses  Cemetery  and  the  County  Bridge  will  be  man- 
aged for  their  recreation  access  potential  and  will  be  devel- 
oped as  a  portion  of  this  SRMA.  Development  of  recreation 
sites  will  occur  within  these  29  miles.  Management  emphasis 
in  the  Rio  Grande  River  SRMA  will  be  to  enhance floatboating, 
fishing,  and  other  recreational  opportunities.  BLM  will  ac- 
quire additional  acreage  and  access  in  these  areas.  Acquisi- 
tion of  lands  or  interest  in  lands  within  the  SRMA  will  be 
accomplished  either  by  fee  title  methods  (i.e.,  land  exchanges 
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with  or  acquisitions  from  willing  sellers)  or  acquisition  of 
scenic  easements,  which  would  allow  landowners  to  retain 
title  to  the  land. 

Quinlan  land,  2500  acres,  was  acquired  in  December  1 99 1 .  This 
land  borders  the  Rio  Grande  River  and  has  approximately  4 
miles  of  river  frontage.  Specific  management  proposals  for 
development  of  recreation  access  or  use  sites  have  not  been 
done  to  date.  Specific  management  will  be  addressed  in  the 
TAP. 

9-3:  A  no  surface  occupancy  (NSO)  stipulation  for  oil  and 
gas  leasing  will  protect  the  wild  and  scenic  values,  birds  of 
prey  values,  visual  values,  etc.,  on  the  2,640  acres  of  lands 
administered  by  BLM  within  the  Rio  Grande  River  Corridor 
ACEC. 

No  applications  have  been  received  to  date.  Special  stipula- 
tions will  be  included  in  future  applications. 

9-4:  The  Rio  Grande  River  Corridor  ACEC  (2,640  acres) 
will  not  be  available  for  mineral  materials  disposal. 

Mineral  material  disposal  is  not  allowed  as  per  requirements  of 
RMP 

9-5:  Locatable  mineral  entry  will  be  precluded  in  this  A  CEC. 

BLM  is  in  the  process  of  withdrawing  these  2,640  acres  from 
mineral  entry. 

9-6:  The  lower  41  miles  (1,850  acres  USF&WS,  2,830  acres 
BLM,  8,550  acres  private),  of  the  Rio  Grande  River  Corridor 
have  been  determined  to  meet  the  wild  and  scenic  eligibility 
criteria;  22  miles  (2,640  acres  BLM  and  4,400  acres  private) 
of  this  corridor  have  been  determined  to  meet  the  wild  and 
scenic  suitability  criteria.  Segment  A  has  significant  manage- 
ability problems  and  cannot  be  considered  as  suitable.  The 
river  has  been  potentially  classified  "scenic"  for  the  upper  33 
miles  and  "wild"  for  the  lower  8  miles.  The  river  corridor 
contains  significant  values  deserving  of  some  enduring  form 
of  protection.  This  protection  could  be  through  wild  and 
scenic  river  designation,  national  conservation  area  designa- 
tion, or  some  other  appropriate  means.  The  Federal  legisla- 
tive process  will  determine  the  most  appropriate  form  of 
enduring  protection.  In  the  interim  the  river  corridor  will  be 
managed  to  protect  the  outstanding  remarkable  values.  See 
Attachment  7  in  Appendix  A  in  the  prposed  RMP/final  EIS. 

Until  Congressional  action  occurs,  this  river  corridor  is 
protected  under  W&SR  interim  management. 

9-7:  The  potential  waterpower  site  withdrawals  that  presently 
exist  within  the  Rio  Grande  River  Corridor  ACEC  will  be 
terminated  if  a  wild  and  scenic  river  designation,  or  a  national 
conservation  area  designation,  etc.,  is  approved  by  Congress. 

Pending  congressional  decision. 


9-8:  The  BLM-administered  lands  within  the  Rio  Grande 
River  Corridor  ACEC  are  designated  as  limited;  OHV  use 
will  be  restricted  to  designated  roads  and  trails.  Until  thelAP 
is  complete,  travel  will  be  limited  to  existing  roads  and  trails. 

lAP  not  completed  because  of  other  priorities  and  lack  of 
funding.  All  OHV  travel  is  currently  limited  to  existing  roads 
and  trails.Designation  and  management  in  place. 

Management  Action  Decisions 

9-1:  An  integrated  activity  plan  (lAP)  will  be  completed  for 
the  ACEC/SRMA  portion  of  this  river  corridor.  This 
site-specific  lAP  will  address  the  protection  of  various  spe- 
cial values  within  the  corridor;  e.g.,  special  status  plant  and 
animal  values,  potential  outdoor  recreation  opportunities 
and  facility  development  needs,  riparian  values,  visual  re- 
sources, wildlife  values,  etc.,  as  well  as  the  interim  manage- 
ment for  wild  and  scenic  river  values.  This  lAP  may  be 
combined  with  the  one  for  San  Luis  Hills  Area  #8. 

Not  done  because  of  budget  and  personnel  constraints. 

9-2:  Consider  a  joint  study  analysis  effort,  between  New 
Mexico  and  Colorado  BLM  to  determine  a  recommendation 
for  the  potential  of  all  the  Rio  Grande  Corridor  (57  miles  in 
New  Mexico  and  41  miles  in  Colorado)  as  a  national  conser- 
vation area  (NCA).  The  Colorado  portion  of  the  corridor  will 
potentially  include  all  of  the  San  Luis  Hills  ACEC,  the  Rio 
Grande  River  Corridor  ACEC,  and  adjoining  lands. 

Proceeding  with  joint  plan  with  approval  from  district  office. 
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Cumbres  and  Toltec  Scenic 
Railroad  Corridor  Area  #10 

All  decisions  in  area  #1  will  apply  here  unless  otherwise 
stated.  Area  #10  contains  3,824  acres  of  BLM-administered 
lands. 

Resource  Condition  Objective  Decisions 

10-1:  Provide  special  management  to  the  corridor  for  strict 
conformance  to  existing  VRM  class  objectives. 

The  completed  lAP  with  management  prescriptions  will 
ensure  that  objectives  will  be  maintained. 

10-2:  Protection  of  historical  and  visual  values  will  be 
emphasized  in  the  lAP. 

lAP  not  completed  because  of  other  priorities  and  limitations 
of  funds. 

Land  Use  Allocation  Decisions 

10-1:  Designation  of  the  minimum  necessary  foreground 
viewshed  as  anACEC  will  provide  protectionfor  the  unique 
scenic  resources  viewedfrom  the  train.  Special  management 
for  recommended  protection  will  be  addressed  in  lAP  and 
implemented  on  completion. 


10-2:  The  A  CEC  will  not  be  available  for  mineral  materials 
disposal. 

Mineral  materials  disposal  is  not  allowedlO-3:  The  ACEC 
will  be  leased  for  fluid  minerals  management  with  a  no 
surface  occupancy  (NSO)  stipulation. 

APDs  and  NOIs  will  include  NSO  stipulations. 

10-4:  Limited  OHV designation  (seasonal  and  travel  limited 
to  designated  roads)  willcontinue.  Until  the  lAP  is  complete, 
travel  will  be  limited  to  existing  roads  and  trails. 

lAP  not  completed;  OHV  traved  limited  to  existing  roads  and 
trails. 

Management  Action  Decision 

10-1:  Prepare  lAPfor  area  with  emphasis  on  protection  of 
unique  scenic  resource  viewshed. 

lAP  not  completed  because  of  other  priorities  and  funding 
limitations;  not  scheduled  at  this  time. 

Note:  A  brief  draft  cultural  resource  management  plan  has 
been  completed  and  can  be  seen  in  the  San  Luis  Resource 
Area  Office,  1921  State  Street,  Alamosa,  CO  81101. 
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APPENDIX  A 

SAN  LUIS  RESOURCE  AREA 

ENVIRONMENTAL  ASSESSMENTS 

TABLE  A-1 
San  Luis  Resource  Area  Environmental  Assessments 
Fiscal  Year  1991 


Number 

Name 

Program 

CO-050-SL-91-CER-1 

ROW  Gallegos 

Lands 

CO-050-SL-91-CER-2 

SCS  Sign  Installation 

Lands 

CO-050-SL-91-CER-3 

ROW  Quintana 

Lands 

CO-050-SL-91-CER-4 

ROW  Farenbaugh 

Lands 

CO-050-SL-91-CER-5 

ROW  Mtn.  States  T&T 

Lands 

CO-050-SL-91-CER-6 

Change  Type  Livestock  Use 

Range 

CO-050-SL-91-EA-7 

Cattleguard  Exclosure  Folsum 

Cultural 

CO-050-SL-91-EA-8 

Aguatic  Weed  Control 

Grazing 

CO-050-SL-91-T-9 

Oak  Spring  Pipeline  &  Pasture  Fence 

Grazing 

CO-050-SL-91-EA-10 

Rabbit  Canyon  Corral 

Range 

CO-050-SL-91-T-11 

Tracy  Allotment  Pipleine  Improvements 

Range 

CO-050-SL-91-T-12 

Poison  Gulch  Pipeline 

Range 

CO-050-SL-91-EA-13 

Rock  Creek  Pit  Common  Use  Area 

Minerals 

CO-050-SL-91-EA-14 

Major  and  Garner  Creek  Railhead  Consolidation 

Recreation 

CO-050-SL-91-CER-15 

BOR  ROW 

Lands 

CO-050-SL-91-CER-16 

Public  Service  of  Colo. 

Lands 

CO-050-SL-91-EA-17 

Penitente  Canyon  Rec.  Facilities 

Recreation 

CO-050-SL-91-EA-18 

Jensen  Tract  Fence 

Wildhfe 

CO-050-SL-91-CER-19 

South  Fork  Fireworks  Display 

Lands 

CO-050-SL-91-CER-20 

U.S.  West  Telephone 

Lands 

CO-050-SL-91-CER-21 

Lava  Road 

Soil,  Water,  Air 

CO-050-SL-91-CER-22 

Ortiz  -  Gullie  Plug 

Soil,  Water,  Air 

CO-050-SL-91-CER-23 

Lasauses  Dumpsite  Cleanup 

Lands 
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TABLE  A-2 
San  Luis  Resource  Area  Environmental  Assessments 
Fiscal  Year  1992 


Number 


Name 


Program 


CO-050-SL-92-EA-1 

CO-050-SL-92-EA-3 

CO-050-SL-92-EA-4 

CO-050-SL-92-EA-5 

CO-050-SL-92-EA-6 

CO-050-SL-92-EA-7 

CO-050-SL-92-T-8 

CO-050-SL-92-EA-9 

CO-050-SL-92-EA-10 

CO-050-SL-92-EA-11 

CO-050-SL-92-EA-12 

CO-050-SL-92-CER-14 

CO-050-SL-92-T-15 

CO-050-SL-92-T-16 

CO-050-SL-92-EA-17 

CO-050-SL-92-EA-18 

CO-050-SL-92-EA-19 

CO-050-SL-92-EA-20 

CO-050-SL-92-T-21 

CO-050-SL-92-T-22 

CO-050-SL-92-EA-23 

CO-050-SL-92-EA-24 

CO-050-SL-92-CER-25 

CO-050-SL-92-EA-26 

CO-050-SL-92-T-27 

CO-050-SL-92-EA-28 


Terrace  Irrigation  Co.  Canal 

Arroyo  Allotment  Change  From  Sheep  to  Cattle 

Giijo  Foso  Gravel  &  Rip  Rap 

Ojito  Area  Decorative  Boulders 

RaJadero  Area  Gravel 

Noland  Gulch  Pit  Gravel 

Predator  Control  Plan 

ROW  (Powerline)  PSC 

Iron  Spring  Development 

Zapata  Falls  Road  &  Day  USE 

Chemical  Control  Within  Railroad  ROW 

Saguache  Cuts  Project 

Spring  Use  -  Tobin  Creek  Allotment 

Tracy  Demo  Fence  &  Tracy  P/L  Reconstruction 

Change  of  Use  Piiion  Allotment 

La  Garita  Livestock  Management  Plan 

Rio  Grande  River  Crossing 

Communication  Site 

South  Fort  Fire  Display 

Blanca  Chaining  Restoration  Project 

Black  Canyon  &  Lime  Creek  Road  Parking  Lot  and 

Trail 

Transfer  of  Sagauche  Airport 

Bronson  Peak  Project  Watershed  and  Dump 

State/BLM  Exchange 

Antonito  Land  Sales 

Colo.  Aggregate  Co. 


Lands 

Range 

Minerals 

Minerals 

Minerals 

Minerals 

Range 

Lands 

Range 

Recreation 

Chemical  Pest  Control 

Minerals 

Range 

Range 

Range 

Range 

Range 

Range 

Lands 

Range 

Recreation 

Lands 

Soil,  Water,  Air 

Lands 

Lands 

Lands 
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TABLE  A-3 
San  Luis  Resource  Area  Environmental  Assessments 
Fiscal  Year  1993 


Number 


Name 


Program 


CO-050-SL-93-CER-1 

CO-050-SL-93-EA-2 

CO-050-SL-93-EA-3 

CO-050-SL-93-EA-4 

CO-050-SL-93-EA-5 

CO-050-SL-93-EA-5A 


CO-050- 
CO-050- 
CO-050- 
CO-050- 
CO-050- 
CO-050- 
CO-050- 
CO-050- 
CO-050- 
CO-050- 
CO-050- 
CO-050- 
CO-050- 
CO-050- 
CO-050- 


SL-93 
SL-93 
SL-93 
SL-93 
SL-93 
SL-93 
SL-93 
SL-93 
SL-93 
SL-93 
SL-93 
SL-93 
SL-93 
SL-93 
SL-93 


-CER-6 

-EA-7 

-EA-8 

-EA-9 

-CER-10 

-CER-11 

-CER-12 

-CER-13 

-EA-14 

-CER-15 

-CER-16 

-CER-17 

-CER-18 

-CER-19 

-T-20 


Blanca  92  Earthwork  Canal 

ROW  (Land)  Rio  Grande  Co  Landfill  C-54284 

ROW  (Powerline)  Public  Service  Co.  of  Colo.  C-22104 

Animal  Damage  Control  SLRA 

Combining  of  Allotments 

Perm.  Elec.  Fence 

Conv.  from  Sheep  to  Cows 

Arroyo  Allotment 

ROW  (Amendment)  PSCC  C-4277 

State/BLM  Exchange  COC-53601 

Rio  Grande  Co.  Road  ROW  COC-54284 

Rocky  Mtn.  Bison  Project  Proposal 

Commercial  Photos  (Pentitente) 

ROW  (US  West)  COC-53500 

1870  Cattle  Drive 

German  Style  Fox  Hunt 

Blanca  Watchable  Wildlife  Area 

Movie  Filming  on  C-TRR-Wyatt  Earp  COC-55357 

Reconstruction  &  Location  of  Anthill  Pipeline 

Rehab,  of  Unauthorized  Dumps  in  Conejos  Co. 

Road  ROW  (Pedersen)  COC-54617 

ROW  (Telephone  -  U.S,  West  Co.  AG)  COC-55501 

ROW  (SLVREC)  Pre-FLPMA  Lines  C-38668 


Wildlife 

Lands 

Lands 

Wildlife 

Range 

Range 


Lands 

Lands 

Lands 

Range 

Lands 

Lands 

Recreation 

Recreation 

Recreation 

Lands 

Range 

Lands 

Lands 

Lands 

Lands 
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